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It is unfortunate that Mevins has relied aLnost entirely on the early work of
i.,--a single author, t. S. Cave(l9tt), for information concerning the width of the''

Capitan reef. Cave published only a single paper on the area with which Nevins
deals, the date of publication being prior to the time when the major research on
the entire reef was complete. Many more drillings, and other detailed studies
during the past 18 years have satisfactorily eplained at least most of the problems
raised by Cave; so that Cave's work is now saen as mainly preliminary. In fact,
Cave himself states in the article that his ideas were being set forthin the hope
that they will help keep alive the very intriguing Cap itan-Castile-Delaware Mountain
problem that many geologists believe is still far from settled " (H.S. Cave, 1954,
p. 121). In other parts of the paper he makes additional statements of caution,
and almost apology, concerning the tentative nature of his views on the extent and
form of the reef. It must also be noted that Cave, like his successors, found no
evidence for a rapid formation of the reefs. For example, on page 121, he states
that "ells. drilled in the area of zone 2 .... show what appears to be normal interbedding
of Capitan limestone and Castile anhydrite and salt," and also refers to the necessity
of "a period of time sufficiently long to make possible the deposition of some 2000
feet plus of Castile beds."

91n-formation on the depth and nature of stratirphic columns in the area of the
Caitan reef may be obtained from the subsurface vertical section maps listed in
footnote /13 above, and from the following works:
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ani-'ew Mexico": in Habitat of Oil, A S:ziposium; conducted by the
American Association of Petroleum Geolo.ists, editor Lewis 0. Weeks,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, pp. 39-tiL:6, (e.s., pp. 373 and h2),

Silver, . A. and . 0. Todd, 1969, `Permian Cyclic Strata, Northern
Midland and Delaware Basins, :est Texas and Soutieastern New Mexico":
Am Assoc Petrol Geolorists Bull, Vol. 3, Mo. 11,. pp.2223-22l.
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